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STANFORD PROFESSOR DELIVERS LECTURE ON RACISM 
MISSOULA-
A comparison of racial anti-Semitism in Europe and racism in America will be the topic 
of the next installment of The University of Montana’s President’s Lecture Series.
George Fredrickson, Edgar E. Robinson Professor of United States History at Stanford 
University, will present a lecture titled “The Historical Construction of Racism: White 
Supremacy and Anti-Semitism” at 8 p.m. Monday, Dec. 8, in the University Center Ballroom.
Fredrickson will compare and contrast the development of racial anti-Semitism in Europe 
from the late Middle Ages to the Holocaust. He will examine the “color-coded” racism that 
sanctioned the massive enslavement of Africans, their transportation to the Americas to be used 
as a plantation labor force, and the pattern of segregation and discrimination that survived the 
abolition of slavery. He will assess the consequences of 19th century emancipations of Jews in 
Germany and blacks in the United States and argue that differing attitudes toward modernity in 
the two nations gave rise to two distinctive modes of racism.
Fredrickson also will give a faculty-student seminar at 3:10 p.m. Dec. 8, in Gallagher 
Building Room 123 titled “Race, Ethnicity and National Identities in the United States and 
France.” Both events are free and open to the public.
Fredrickson studies and teaches about the historical construction of race and racism in the 
United States, South Africa and Europe. Earlier in his career, his work focused on the 19th
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century American intellectual history, and he continues to teach on the subject.
He earned his bachelor’s and doctorate degrees from Harvard University and has been an 
American history professor at such prestigious universities as Oxford, Stanford, Moscow State 
and Northwestern.
Fredrickson has published nine books, including “Racism: A Short History” (2002), 
“Black Liberation: A Comparative History of Black Ideologies in the United States and South 
Africa” (1995), and “The Comparative Imagination: On Racism, Nationalism and Social 
Movements” (1997), in addition to numerous articles and essays on racism and American history.
He has received several fellowships and grants, including a senior internal fellowship 
from the Stanford University Humanities Center, the Ford Foundation Senior Fellowship from 
the Du Bois Institute for Afro-American Research, two National Endowment for the Humanities 
Senior Fellowships and a Guggenheim Fellowship.
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